Streptococcal infection in a regional burns centre and a plastic surgery unit.
An outbreak of infection due to group A streptococci of M-type 49 involved first a regional burns centre followed by spread to the intensive care ward of the plastic surgery unit in an associated hospital. Eleven patients and two staff were involved: two of the infected patients developed septicaemia. Serological tests demonstrated marked antibody response to DNAase B(ADB) and there were lesser reactions to other extracellular streptococcal products. Screening of patients and staff identified the likely source of the epidemic which was rapidly controlled by penicillin prophylaxis and other measures.